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To parry out this programme, Mr. Harrison 
has engaged' the following really splendid 
, array of talent : 

Madame Parepa Rosa, Miss Henrietta Beebe, 
Mis3 Nettie Stirling, Mrs. Zekla Harrison Seguin, 
Madame R. Bitter, Miss Charlotte Hatchings, 
Mrs. Emeline Reed, Miss Alice Harrison, Mr. 
William Castle, Mr. George Simpson, Mr. W. J. 
Hill, Mr. S. Campbell, Mr. Jules Lumbard, Mr. 
J. R. Thomas. 

Pianists: — Miss Marie Gilbert, Mr. J. N. Patti- 
Bori, Mr. A. H. Pease, Mr. G. W. Colby. 

Solo Violinists: — Mr. Wenzel Kopta, Mr. Carl 
Rosa. 

Solo Harpist, Mr. P. Toulmin; Solo Trombome, 
Mr. P. Letsch; Solo Horn, Mr. H. Schmitz; Solo 
Piute, Mr. P. Bben; Solo Trumpet, Mr.^Deitz; 
Solo Violoncello, Mr. F. Bergner; Solo Oboe, Mr. 
J. Ellers. 

Organists :— Mr. G. W. Morgan, Mr. B. J. 
Connolly; Accompanist, Mr. G. W. Colby. 

Conductors:— Mr. Carl Anscbutz, Mr. Carl 
Bergmann, Mr. P. L. Rltter, Mr. C. S. Gratulla, 
Mr. G. Matzka, Mr. Carl Rosa, Mr. G. W. Morgan, 
Mr. Max Maretzek. 

The New York Harmonic Society and grand 
chorus, rail orchestra of ninety performers; Gra- 
fulla's Seventh Regiment National Guard Band, 
sixty-live performers, who will on this occasion 
perform on the celebrated Schreiber Instruments; 
and Graham's fiilf Drum Corps. 

It must be admitted that this is a compre- 
hensive and admirable programme ; excellent 
in its selections, and worthy of attention from 
the large 'array of excellent artists engaged. 
The subscription price to the series of evening 
concerts, is certainly very moderate consider- 
ing the great attraction offered, and we see no 
reason why the enterprise should not prove 
brilliantly successful. 

There is a weak, a very weak spot in the 
programme, which is much to be regret-ted, 
namely, the entrusting of the three great 
works of the Festival, to a weak and inexperi- 
enced conductor. Why such a hazardous cx- 
.perimont should be tried, unless the exigencies 
of the " ring •"' demand it, we are at a loss 
to imagine, more especially when we find such 
men as Anschutz^Bcrgmann and Morgan on 
the programme as Conductors. We are sorry 
for Handel, for we fear he will be made to 
dance, and for Haydn and Mendelssohn, but 
we trust that some restraining, merciful hand, 
will guide tho destinies of those great works 
to u successful issue. i 



THE PIANOS AND THE PARIS EXPOSITION. 



We publ : sh below, a card from Messrs. Steck 
& Co., in reply to a very lame statement of Mr. 
J. C. Derby, made in explanation of his conduct 
in excluding the Steck Piaribs, from the Exposi- 
tion, after having granted it space. We have ex- 
pressed our opinion ireely before in regard to this 
matter, and we And nothing in Mr. Derby's ex- 
planation to warrant ns in changing that opinion. 
He permitted himself to be dictated to. by the 



large manufacturers; the professional Committee 
was probably chosen as they suggested; an in- 
terested opinion was necessarily given, and acting 
upon it, Mr. Derby very inefficiently fulfilled the 
duties of his office, exhibiting undue favoritism 
to some, and consequently gross injustice to 
othere. 

Steck & Co., having full knowledge of their 
rights, are justified in nqt resting quietly under a 
great wrong. We commend their card to the 
attention of our readers. 

a ca'rd. 

To the Editor of the American Art Journal . 

Sib:— In one of the morning papers we dis- 
cover that Mr. J. C. Derby, United States Agent 
for the Paris Exposition, has at lengUMieemed it 
necessary to attempt an explanation of his re- 
markable course in excluding our pianofortes 
from their rightful place in the Exposition. Mr. 
Derby bnds it expedient to divide his official re- 
sponsibility in this matter with his Advisory Com- 
mittee on Musical instruments, the Chairman of 
which Committee has kindly accommodated him 
with a letter designed to aid him in making out 
a case. It is to be regretted that after more than 
two months' deliberation Mr. Derby's defense 
should prove insufficient. 

He states that "neither the Messrs. Steinway 
nor the Messrs. Chickering were willing to send, 
unless all their styles were exhibited," and Pro- 
fessor Joy, Chairman of the Committee, testifies 
that his associates decided " that it would be in- 
jurious to American reputation for skill in this 
branch of manufacture, as well as unjust to ex- 
hibitors, to distribute the space for nine pianos to 
more than two manufacturers." Here rests the 
whole of the United States Agent's exculpatory 
argument. 

Themernb rsoftheCommitfe:!, of course, know 
that there are but three styles of pianofortes, 
namely, the Grand, the Square, and the Upright. 
Allowing the two favored firms representation for 
all their styles, there yet remained at Mr. Derby's 
disposal the space for three pianos, which space 
obviously belonged to "some of the younger 
manufacturers," of whom Professor. Joy's Com- 
mittee is reported to have "spoken very highly." 

The question is simply whether there was room 
or .whether there was not room lor the admission 
of our piano to its formally allotted place. 

We have now the combined evidence of Mr. 
Derby and the Chairman of the Musical Commit- 
tee that ample room could have been found for 
other pianofortes than thosa of the Messrs. Stein- 
way and Chickering, had not Mr. Derby seen tit 
to allow those firms to place duplicates of then- 
styles in the Exhibition. 

Thus, the "no room" plea (for figures, at 
least, will not prevaricate) is no longer tenable. 
The two favored exhibitors do not, by any means, 
represent the whole inte'.liseuco of piano-making 
in America, and we can safely say that if it takes 
two of each of their styles to represent one first- 
class piano, there are other makers who would 
have besh content to exhibit one piano and stand 
the competition on its individual merits. 
" The injustice against which we have protested, 
and shall continue to protest, anses from the fact, 
now confirmed, that two manufacturers were per 
mitled to monopolize all the space designated 
for the display of American pianos. 

We do not ask the United States Agent to ex- 
plain 1 o.v it happened that our instruments were 



excluded, but we do respectfully inquire by what 
authority and through what motive lie yielded to. 
the selfish wishes, and submitted to the dictation, 
of two firms, whose interest it clearly was to keep 
out dangerous competition. 

Your obedient servants, 
Geo. Steck & Co., No. 141 Eighth St, 
New York, May 15, 1867. 



THE PARIS EXPOSITION. 



The interest evinced here ns to the final 
.result of the competition of American pianos 
with those of other countries, warrants us in 
making further extracts from the prominent 
French papers which give intelligent views 
upon the subject. Most of them seem to look 
upon it as a settled fact, that the representa- 
tive grand pianos on the part of America, are 
those manufactured by Chickering & Sons. 
In their close criticisms of these instruments,- 
they allow them all those qualities which we 
assigned them in a previous article as neces- 
sary to produce a perfect instrument. These 
journalistic views are sustained by tho most 
eminent artists, dilettante and piano experts, 
also, as is stated by the general voice of the 
public. Arguing from these premises, the 
Chickering pianos would seam to have a fair 
chance for the first medal. On the score of 
merit it is allowed them, but it is not impossi- 
ble that the reckless expenditure of money 
wherever it is calculated to tell upon wavering 
influential judgment, the fascination of open- 
honse roysterings, and ever-flowing cham- 
pagne, may prostitute the courso of justice to 
tho serving of personal ends. 

Be that as it may — and it is upon the cards 
where Fetis, the well taken-carc-of friend ot a 
rival firm, presides in judgment — be that ns 
it may, the fame of the Chickering Piano 
now rings all over Europe, and the highest 
critical authorities pronounce it a marvel, de- 
clare that it corrects the errors in the present 
construction of pianos, and placo it on an 
equality with the very best of European man- 
ufacture, and far above tho other American 
pianos exhibited. 

We make tho following extract from La 
France Musicale, from the pen of the editor, 
M. Escudier : 

The curiosity of visitors continues centered 
upon the American section which contains tho 
musical instruments, since the day that Thco. 
Rittcr, Wehli, Poznauski, and Madame Kastner, 
made known to the public the marvellous quali- 
ties ot the pianofortes manufactured by Chicker- 
ing & Sons, of Boston and New York. There is 
not a pianist, or even an amateur, who w ould not 
attest to their superiority over ail other instru- 
ments from America. All, without exception, 
have arrived at the same conclrsion, and the 
public, without hesitation, have adopted the same 
opinion. It is the public judgment, which only 
precedes that of the official jury. 

Before we commence a general review of the 
manufactures of musical instruments in the 
palace of the Champ de Mars, we will rtate that 
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the pianos by Chickerlng appear to us to realize 
the greatest progress in the construction of the 
pianoforte; their amplitude, their melodic laculty, 
thoir purity and depth of tone, their perfect 
equality, and their singing power, place them 
incontestably above all other pianos In the Amer- 
ican section. 

Wo will explain In a future article the means 
by which Messrs. Chickering produce these re- 
markable instruments. Suffice it to say for the 
present, that tbev aro the creators, the true in- 
vontors, and if other manufacturers follow in 
their steps, thoir productions have only the rela- 
tive value which exists, between the original and 
the copy.'" 

The following extract from' an article signed 
Alfred Duplessis, from Le Figaro, April 28th. 
The writer, after making some general re- 
marks upon the fact that all the celebrated 
artists from Europe who have given concerts 
in America have played only on the Chicker- 
ing pianos, says.: 

" They (the artists) all speak eloquently of the 
superiority of these instruments, which are avail- 
able alike for (lie fantasie, the caprice, and lor 
interpreting every inspiration of genius. 

Both artists and dilettante sustain our opinion 
and that of export judges, in awarding to the 
Cli ckering pianos these high qualities— harmoni- 
ous roundness and astonishing prolongation ot 
tone, grest power In tiiv bass and limpidity in the 
treble, perfect equality and singing power in all 
registers, together with that perfection or mechan- 
ism which enables the performer to produce every 
degree of light and shade, sweetness or power, 
phifo or forio, and still through all they retain 
that purity and sonority of vibration, making 
tbem the instruments without a rival tor orches- 
tral solos. 

America docs not work exclusively for herself, 
but for the world. The old world recognizes the 
superiority of the now instruments manufactured 
by Messrs, Chickering, and will proclaim abroad 
that ticy surpass these of the other celebrated 
makers of their country. The incontestable suc- 
cess of the present is a guaiantee of the future 
tiiimphsof theso eminent gentlemen, who have 
do.ie so much honor to the cause of American 
industry. 

The following extract is an endorsement 
sufficiently strong to speak for itself. 

" the Paris correspondent of tbo Birmingham 
(Em;.) Journal in his lottcr of April 27, 1867, 
writes as follow?: • The extraordinary volume of 
sound, so far surpassing that of the best pianos 
ol Erard or Broadwooil, produced by the pianos 
cxhibi'.cd in ono of tho rooms of the American 
secilon, is attracting a succession of dense and 
eager crowds about these instruments. The 
finest and most poworiul ol theso wonderiul 
pianos is exhibited by Messrs. Chickering, ol 
Now York, and has all tho improvements devised 
by that intelligent and enterprising Arm. Of 
larger sizo than the largest grand pianos of Eu- 
ropean make, with a cast-iron frame, biss-strings 
almost ns thick as one*s litt'o finger, this piano, 
at a conceit given a lew weeks since at the 
Athent'e, lu this city, held its own in a shape that 
took all the musical world by surprise, every one 
of its notes being distinc.ly audible above the 
crash of an orchestra of eighty-three instruments. 
Tho peculiarities of . construction which 'have 



enabled Messrs. Chickering to arrive at s result 
which promises to bring about a revolution in the 
manufacture of pianos, will be explained in a 
future letter. 

'A crowd, as dense as that which surrounds 
the platform from which the Chickering pianos 
send forth their notes ol defiance to all cotem- 
poruries, is constantly gatherod about the work- 
shop, in the French Machinery Department.' " 



GREAT NEWS. 



INTENSE EXCITEMENT 



The Ocean Telegraph at Work. 



THE BUFFALO TELEGRAPH AT WOKK. 



ALL THE TELEGRAPHS AT WORK. 



I»Xi-A.<3-S XTI» ! 



on J ^ivrr , ^.G-isrE3 nr>o"w:rxr. 



.A. Smiling- Ifcing-. 



MUCH CONGRATULATIONS AND SHAKING 

OF HANDS, AND A FLOURISH OF 

TRUMPETS, WITH FIFE 

A CCOMPANIMENT. 



We understand that a pianoforte firm in 
14th Street— there are soveral firms in that 
street— were petri-fied, a few days since, by a 
telegramic communication from Paris, an- 
nouncing that their pianos had won the .first 
medal at the Paris Exposition, over the whole 
world, and the universal Yankeo nation. 
Their state of ecstatic rapture may be better 
imagined than described. The English lan- 
guage affords no terms adequate to express it. 
We need a compound German word, of at least 
forty syllables, to do it justice. Up went the 
Flag, however, and up went two other flags on 
a sympathizing German house opposite. 

It was also rumored that another telegramic 
communication flashed across tho wires durin<* 
tho day, and that down wont the flag, and the 
other flags. "Here we go up and up, and 
there we go down and dowu," such is life. 
Some go up and stay up, and some go down 
and stay down, while others go up liko a 
rocket, and come down like a stick. The last 
sounds heard, however, on that festive occa- 
sion, wcro the dulcet notes of the Fife, piping 
in melancholly cadence, the melody of that 
colebrated operatic aria — "Don't count your 
chickens before they're hatched." 



GROVESTEEN & CO'S. PIANOFORTES. 



It has been laid down as a sort of maxim, 
that everything which is cheap' is bad. To a 
certain extent this represents truth; for in- 
stance, shoddy goods of all kinds are doar at 
any price. , On the other hand, however, there 
are those who, content with a small, quick 
profit, can sell for cash, an articlo at two-thirds 
the price of others who give credit, and employ 
expensive outside machinery to dispose of their 
goods. Grovesteen & Co. sell for cash, they 
are content with a small profit above cost, and 
ns in the business seasons their sales are from 
twenty-five to thirty pianos per week, it will be 
easily understood that selling that amount, 
even with small profits, a large fortune can 
soon be realized. We saw in their books, ono 
order from a provincial firm, in October, 1866, 
for 500 pianos, to be furnished as fast as they 
could be turned out of tho factory. 

Mr. Grovesteen's experience as a piano- 
maker dates back for thirty-seven years, during 
which .time his pianos received the highest 
prize at the World's Fair, and for five success- 
ive years the Gold Medal of tho American In- 
stitute. Mr. Grovesteen is a thoroughly prac- 
tical piano-maker, and the work turned out by 
the Firm is entirely reliable. We have exam- 
ined the interior workmanship, and find the 
frame well and solidly built of first class ma- 
terials, the action well made and finished, the 
holes being bushed, &c, 'the mechanism of 
the touch excellent. The tone is melodious, 
clear, and brilliant, and of power sufficient to 
produce effectivo contrasts without confusion. 
The exterior of the instruments is elegant, and 
is finished in the very best stylo. In fact the 
really cheap pianos of GrovcBteen & Co., are 
charmihg in their qualities, and are reliable in 
their construction. They are guaranteed for 
six years, but so thorough has been the satis- 
faction they have given, that the guarantee 
has never been demanded. 



AMERICAN MUSICAL FOND SOCIETY. 



The Annual Meeting of this Society took place 
at the Germania Assembly Rooms, 291 Bowery, 
on Friday, May 17th. The following officers were 
unanimously elected for the ensuing year : Presi- 
dent, D. L. Downing; Vice Presidents, L. Ernst 
and S. Lasar; Trustees, F. X. DUler, C. W. Wer- 
nlg, F. Wasshauson ; Managers of Relier, M. 
Papst, J. Kochkeller, M. A. Loebonste'n, J. H) 
Hoflman, J. J. Wernig, J. Pfeitenscnneider, C. 
Mtiller; Treasurer, H. Reyer; Registrar, Theo. 
Jacob? ; Librarian, Thos. Goodwin; Secretary, 
D. Schaad; Honorary Physicians, Dr. A. Gc- 
scheidt, Dr. James M. Quiu, Dr. Chas. Haase, ol 
New York, and Dr. C. H. Miller, of Philadelphia; 
Honorary Counsellor; Jas. L. Berrien, Esq. 

This Society now numbers 318 members. The 
permanent lund is $28,000 and upwards, the in- 
terest of which, together with the dues and fees, 
is devotod to the relief of sick members, widows 
of deceased members and their children. During 



